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ABOUT 'SUPPOSITION' 

Onai Tafuma 
Supposition 
What does it mean to dance like a woman? Why are female dancers criticised for trying to dance
too much like a boy? This new choreography by street dance artist Onai Tafuam explores the
conflicts we experience in identity, and in the expectation of others. Finding the strength and
power in all elements of style and movement, this performance is based on the essence of
becoming; of finding balance to reveal the dancers we are today.

Onai Tafuma is a professional dancer, choreographer and creative producer from Drogheda.
She has danced both nationally and internationally performing with artists such as Soule,
Rudimental, Merkage Dave, Cut Once and appearing on television including RTÉ’s The Bandstand,
The Saturday Night Show with Brendan O’Connor, Into the Badlands and she has been featured in
the movie 5 Things and It. Onai is also working with major brands including TikTok and Google. 

Onai teaches dance in her local community, advocating for a strong female dance community in
Ireland and working to break the barriers of how female dancers are viewed and received in the
community. She is a Weft Fringe Festival contributor and received the Louth Arts Grant, Agility
Award, and is currently working on a new project for the Cavan County Council. 

Choreographer 
Performers
Creative Assistant

CREDITS

Onai Tafuma
Onai Tafuma, April Nolan, Aine Carolan  
Kenneth Fadoju



ABOUT 'FROM ONE' 
 
Jessie Thompson 
From One 
Emerging from a place of intersection between diverse choreographic influences, this solo
celebrates the unique qualities of contemporary dance and hip-hop freestyle. Creating a textured
environment, the work is ever changing as the dancer responds to the live musicians. Embodying
the essence of a street dance battle where improvisation is at the heart of the experience, this
choreography merges contemporary influences that value precise creation and patience. 

Jessie Thompson is a professional dancer, performer and emerging choreographer based in
Dublin, specialising in hip hop and experimental contemporary dance. Her work is across live
theatre, film and outdoor performance. Recently, she received multiple awards from Dance
Ireland to develop her work, as well as funding from The Arts Council of Ireland. She was a
choreographer for this year's Lighting Design for Dance project (Liz Roche Company). Jessie
performed in Night Dances by Emma Martin (Dublin Theatre Festival, 2021), PopUp (Mermaid Arts
Centre Belfast Arts Festival) with Kundle Cru, All Together Now (Abbey Theatre) with
OnetwoOnetwo Company, Draíocht Blanchardstown and has choreographed for Dance2Connect
Festival Leeds in NSCD and Dublin, Civic Theatre. Jessie had also been choreographing/
movement directing Irish music videos for the past three years. She is dedicated to growing an
open and expressive dance community in Ireland through jam sessions and her weekly class at
Universal Space Dublin. Jessie has won hip-hop battles in Ireland including Top8 , Eire Flows,
prooveyourgroove, D2C and DanceNi.

 
Choreographer and Performer
Musician
 

Jessie Thompson 
Jason McNamara

CREDITS



ABOUT 'EVOLVING' 
 
Jessie O’Reilly 
Evolving 
Using a powerful hip-hop vocabulary, this duet shines a light on the battles faced by women as
they step into adulthood. Using layers of tone and structure, choreographer Jessie O’Reilly
explores the shape these inner conflicts can take as control and freedom clash, vying for
position. This is a journey; a balancing act between conforming to societal standards and finding
one’s unique voice.  

Jessie O'Reilly is a dance artist originally from Dublin. She has been based in London since 2014
with a year break in Sweden (2016) to train under Niki Awandee in hip-hop. Whilst living in
London Jessie has been teaching, judging events and performing across the UK and Europe. She
has been working with a female hip-hip organisation called B.Supreme where she has been
mentored by Clara Bajado. Through this, Jessie has taken part in various projects to empower
women in the community. In 2018 Jessie created an all female Crew based in London called Raw
Honey, who are actively battling and representing in the scene. 

Her dance focus has been freestyle hip-hop, and is influenced by the strength and determination
of women in the hip-hop scene, and hopes to take on more work in Hip Hop Theater to tell
honest and true stories.

Choreographer
Performers

Jessie O'Reilly
Jessie O'Reilly, Jodanna Hughes

CREDITS

Total running time is 60 minutes (no interval).



Join the Movement!

Become a DDF Friend and you’ll explore your love of dance and move dance forward. From
just €10 per month, your vital support will create opportunities for dance and dance artists,
support the development of new dance work, and bring more extraordinary dance
experiences to more people in more ways. 

JOIN TODAY

Discover More
dublindancefestival.ie

Join the Conversation
Facebook   |   Twitter   |   Instagram
DDF Newsletter Sign Up
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