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Welcome to the introductory notes for My Fierce Ignorant Step. Concept and Choreography by Christos Papadopoulus.  Original Music by Kornilios Selamsis, Set Design Clio Boboti, Costume Design by Maria Panourgia and Lighting Design by Stefanos Drousiotis.  
This performance lasts for approximately 60 minutes without an interval.  
ABOUT THE SHOW

Ten dancers listen, breathe and move as one. Memories, voices and rhythms accumulate, pulse and swell until the movement itself begins to feel like an exhilarating song – one that resonates far beyond the stage.

Papadopoulos’s most personal work to date, My Fierce Ignorant Step is about beginnings: a youthful lust for life, fearless belief, and the sense that everything still lies ahead. It is an attempt to reclaim that state – its strength, its confidence and its spirit of togetherness. 

Created after Papadopoulos received the inaugural Rose International Dance Prize, My Fierce Ignorant Step is buoyant, open-hearted and deeply human. It celebrates connection and invites audiences to rediscover our courage and the radical power of hope. It reminds us that to feel alive, together, is already an act of resistance.

ABOUT THE SET
Onstage, there is no set representing a recognizable place. The theater walls remain visible.  The stage is a performance area, with a black floor.

At the back, across the full width, black fabric walls rise to the height of low partitions. On each side, the partition stands 90 centimeters high.  Along the full depth of the stage the partition rises to a height of 1.2 meters.

The side partitions and the back partition are not joined together, leaving an opening in each back corner.  When lit, these partitions outline and frame the performance space.

When they are in shadow and the floor is lit, the darkness all around creates a sense of a boundless space, stretching into an infinite distance.
ABOUT THE CAST AND COSTUMES
The ten performers, aged between 20 and 30, wear everyday clothing in shades of black, gray, blue, and beige. The outfits coordinate without making the silhouettes uniform: beige pants with a black top, black pants with a brown top, a dark blue top, light blue bottoms…

The tops are fitted close to the body, with short sleeves that highlight the skin of the arms or the midriff. The clothing gives each body a distinct presence.

The six women wear their hair tied back in ponytails or low buns and are dressed in loose, lightweight trousers, except for one who wears a black mini skirt.
The four men have short hair or shaved sides. Two of them wear long shorts.
My Fierce Ignorant Step underpins a symphonic call to friendship, fraternity, freedom, pride, and the struggles of the Greek people.

The choreography of repetitive and evolving steps will be described as closely as possible to a score-like translation, in relation to the precision of the ten performers. Several description strategies will allow you to observe what works for you, or not.

I invite you to experience what could be called our kinesthetic imagination: to perceive through your own sensations, from your body, based on what the words will evoke and provoke. Let yourself be carried by the music; perhaps mark the pulse with your foot.
---------
That concludes the introductory notes for this production of My Fierce Ignorant Step. They were prepared by Valérie Castan and narrated by Mo Harte who will also be narrating Valérie's audio description script live via headset during the show.  Audio description at Dublin Dance Festival is provided by Arts and Disability Ireland with support from The Arts Council.
Go raibh maith agat, thank you.
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